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Mary Louise Cecelia “Texas” Guinan, also known as Mamie Guinan, began her movie career in 1917.  She was born on a ranch near Waco, TX.  Texas studied art and music in Chicago but returned to the Rocky Mountains to compete in rodeo.  In 1911, she won World’s Champion Bronco Riding title at the Cheyenne Roundup. 


After working for the Miller Brother’s 101 Ranch, she landed the lead role in “The Gun Woman”(1918).  Advertisements for the film read: “Never Jilt a Woman Who Can Shoot.”  She continued in film, often billed as “The Female William Hart” or the “two-gun tigress,” and believed herself to be the equal of any “tobacco-chewin’ cowpoke.”  In 1921, Guinan organized her own Texas Guinan Productions and produced and starred in a number of western shorts.


Texas prided herself in doing all her own stunts pulling from her experience in the rodeo arena.  After 300 movies, she moved to New York City in 1924 where she donned feminine attire, ran speakeasies, and was arrested 47 times.  She became the toast of the town and a very wealthy woman.  Texas gets credit for turning New York night life into “an essential and basic industry” while earning as much as $70,000 a month and lived in a thirty four room apartment.  When people entered one of her establishments she greeted them with “Hello Sucker.”   *
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