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The original photograph for this drawing was taken in 1913.  It was during this time period in Salt Lake City, Utah that her friend Art Acord, a western motion picture and rodeo star introduced Vera to Earl Simpson.  Simpson would become Vera’s first husband.  It was Art who called Vera, Mac.  The name stuck with her through the rest of her career.  


Vera hadn’t done any relay racing yet, but jumped at the chance when Barney Sherry, [a squaw-man] from Pendleton, Oregon voiced a need for a second girl rider.


“I’ll ride ‘em Barney,” I piped up.


Then everybody laughed, but Barney interrupted.  “By golly!  Now maybe you could do it, Mac,” he said, looking me up and down impersonally while his long mustache bobbed.  “Watcha weigh?”


“Why, I weighed a hundred and ten just this morning,”







Vera McGinnis


Thus began one of rodeo’s most illustrious careers.  She learned to sling that twenty-pound saddle with the best of them.  She finished third in that first race, just as Barney predicted.


I was the most exhausted girl in the whole world when the struggle was over.  My lungs ached, my knees buckled under me, and I wished wholeheartedly that my long corset was in Hades.







Vera McGinnis


The evolution of the relay race eventually eliminated the requirement for the cowgirls to re-saddle each horse in their string.  With this action eliminated, in 1923 Vera literally invented the flying change during the race, that of actually jumping from one horse to another without hitting the ground.


Vera McGinnis Farra was inducted in the Rodeo Hall of Fame, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma in 1975, the National Cowgirl Hall of Fame, Fort Worth, Texas in 1979, and the National Cowboy Hall of Fame, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma in 1985.

Original Photographs from the Collection of the National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame, Fort Worth, TX.
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