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Corinne Williams spent her first nine years under the supervision of her grandmother in New Jersey.  She taught her to ride English and sing and wanted her to be a lady.  However, she soon found herself in foster care.  She wanted adventure and dreamed of adventures like the ones Roy Rogers and Gene Autry had.  Corinne ran away to look for cowgirl work.


In 1949 she was encouraged by Tad Lucas and Lucyle Richards, who were both rodeo stars in the 1920’s and 1930’s, to move to Fort Worth, Texas and learn to rodeo.  A loner most of her life, she loved the rodeo and the camaraderie it provided.  From 1959 to 1966 Corinne was a popular contract act in many of the western states and was known as the worlds only lady bulldogger during this time.  Williams also participated in bronc riding, trick-riding, and trick-roping events.


In the early sixties, President Truman approached her on the announcer’s stage and asked her “Couldn’t you find an easier way to make a living?”  In those days she make $100 per bronc and $100 for bulldogging.  For the time, that was a lot of money and she had two children to support.


I have had the pleasure of meeting Corinne on two occasions and she personally loaned me the negatives from her own collection to use for this drawing.  She is a kind and generous person.

Original photograph courtesy of Corinne Williams, Sandy Valley, NV
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