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The original photograph for this drawing was taken around 1927 at a Triangle Ranch rodeo.  From left to right they are: Reine Hafley, Fox Hastings, Rose Smith, Ruth Roach, Mabel Strickland, Prairie Rose Henderson and Dorothy Morell.  Note Dorothy’s contestant’s ribbon.


By the 1920’s rodeos regularly featured three cowgirl events: lady’s bronc riding, trick riding, and a cowgirl relay.  Some rodeos also offered bull riding, bulldogging, and Roman racing. Championships were based on points, but the contestants made money when they won.  


Reine, the daughter of sharpshooter, Mamie Francis, was born Elba Reine Skepper at Janesville, Wisconsin in 1902.  By 1925 she was an established star of the contest circuit.


Eloise Fox Hastings, born Eloise Fox, ran away from a convent school at the age of 16 to marry rodeo cowboy Mike Hastings.  Bulldogging was her favorite event.  She dropped the name Eloise and remained Fox Hastings her entire career.


Rose Smith, wife of legendary cowboy Oklahoma Curley Roberts, took $960, including the $600 first prize in bronc riding in 1923 at the Yankee Stadium rodeo in New York.


Born Ruth Scantlin, Ruth Roach grew up in Excelsior Springs, Missouri.  The 1917 Fort Worth Fat Stock Show held in the Fort Worth coliseum was the first indoor rodeo.  Ruth Roach won the bronc riding and took second in trick riding, getting a $100 prize.


Mabel De Long Strickland was born in Washington State in 1897.  She began her career in 1912.  In 1927 at the Pendelton Roundup she set a steer roping record and was named Roundup Queen.


Prairie Rose Henderson was born Ann Robins at Bristol, Ohio.  She rode as early as 1906.  She was declared one of the all-time great winners excelling as a bronc rider.


Dorothy Morrell was judged World’s Champion Cowgirl Bronc Rider in 1914 at the Pendelton Roundup.  She was married to “Skeeter” Bill Robbins.

Reine Hafley was inducted into the National Cowgirl Hall of Fame, Fort Worth, TX in 1983.  Ruth Roach was inducted in 1989.  Mabel Strickland was inducted in 1992.


Reine Hafley was inducted in to the National Rodeo Hall of Fame at the National Cowboy Hall of Fame, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma in 1991.  Fox Hastings was inducted in1987.  Ruth Roach was inducted in 1990.  Mable Strickland was inducted in 1981. 
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