Cowgirl Art by Sharon K. Hunt (Home)

*FOX HASTINGS*

© Sharon Kay Hunt, 2003

[image: image1.jpg]



2nd from left


Eloise Fox Hastings, born Eloise Fox, ran away from a convent school in California at the age of 16 to marry rodeo cowboy Mike Hastings.  She dropped her first name and became Fox Hastings.  She joined the Irwin Brothers Wild West Show and performed trick and bronc riding on one of the fastest running trick riding horses of the time.  


Her cowgirl career began in 1924 with a bulldogging exhibition at the Houston Stock Show.  Hastings went on to ride rough stock and was known to remark before she sprinted out of a chute: “If I can just get my fanny out of the saddle and my feet planted, there’s not a steer that can last against me.”


Foghorn Clancy, a flamboyant rodeo announcer and publicity man, made her the most photographed and interviewed cowgirl of the late twenties.  But Clancy didn’t do it all.  Fox was very good at her event.  She established a record time of seventeen seconds in 1924.  She was a charismatic performer, who could smile at the camera while lying in the mud, still clinging to the neck of a freshly thrown steer.


Fox was a flashy dresser while performing trick and bronc riding.  She sported bold colors and enormous bows in her red hair.  When she was bulldogging, however, the attire was quite a contrast.  It copied cowboy steer wrestlers, and included boots laced to the knees, knickers, turtleneck sweaters, and sometimes football helmets instead of hair ribbons. 

Although the press was traditionally respectful of cowgirl athletes, Hastings masculine attire and participation in a rough, traditionally male event caused the press to stress her domestic side.  The following is an example: “To the rodeo crowd she is Fox Hastings, cowgirl extraordinary. To neighbors she is Mrs. Mike Hastings, good cook and tidy housekeeper.”  The stress of rodeo life, however, ended that marriage.


In the forties, Fox developed tuberculosis, an illness not uncommon among rodeo and livestock professionals of those times.  Her second husband Chuck was by her side through several agonizing years of treatment, but the joy of learning that the disease was in remission was short-lived.  On August 2, 1948, Chuck Wilson died of a heart attack.  Two weeks later at the Adams Hotel in Phoenix, Arizona, the fifty-year-old cowgirl died of self-inflicted gunshot wounds to the head and stomach.   She left the following note to her employer: “I didn’t want to live without my husband.”  


Eloise Fox Hastings Wilson was inducted into the National Cowboy Hall of Fame, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma in 1987.


The photograph used for this drawing of Fox was taken in 1930 at the Houston, Texas show.
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