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The woman on the left in this picture is unknown.  Why she was wearing one hat and holding another is unknown, as well.  Our guess is that perhaps the one in her hand is a working hat and the one on her head is her dress hat.  She may have thought the photograph was only going to be of the heads.


In the middle we have Mildred Douglas.  Mildred participated in rodeo from 1916 to1926.  She was one of the few ladies on the circuit to be born in the East.  She learned to ride and jump at Minnie Thompson’s indoor riding arena in Bridgeport, Connecticut.  Leaving the formal schooling behind, Mildred first worked in Barnum and Bailey’s circus and later won bronc contests in Pendelton and Cheyenne among others.


Hollywood also wooed Douglas.  In 1917 she worked in several films including “The Stage Coach Race.”  It was here she met and married Pat Chrisman, trainer of Tony; Tom Mix’s Wonder Horse.  Hollywood never made her happy so she returned to the Wild West show and circus performances.  Once she appeared with the “Aristocratic Goats” as well as with a lion and some elephants.


Ruby Dickey is standing on the right.  At this time, I have been unable to find much information on Ruby.  Note that she and many of the others of the time wears her spurs buckled to the inside so that when sitting she merely places her right ankle on her left knee, and vice versa to unbuckle them.

This is one of the few examples where the split buttoned riding skirt is clearly seen.  A flap of material starting from the waist could be buttoned on either side to form a full appearing skirt or a split style riding skirt.  Few examples exist of this very functional piece of women’s clothing.*
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