Cowgirl Art by Sharon K. Hunt (Home)

*HATS OFF TO A WILD BUNCH*

© Sharon Kay Hunt, 2003

[image: image1.jpg]




The original photograph of this drawing was taken at a Triangle Ranch Rodeo.  The exact date is unknown, but it was probably around 1927.  The women are identified from left to right as: Helen Gibson, Ruth Roach, Florence Hughes Randolph, Mabel Strickland, Bonnie Gray, Fox Hastings, Bea Kirnan, and Toots Griffith.


Ruth Roach was quite a performer.  She stole the show at the 1918 annual Fort Worth Fat Stock Show and Rodeo.  The “Star Telegram” featured a half page of action shots of her.  The caption read: “Of all the features at the Fat Stock Show and Rodeo, none is more thrilling than the riding of Ruth Roach, cowgirl.”


Florence Hughes Randolph weighed ninety pounds and was only four feet six inches tall.  She learned to turn a backward somersault from one horse to another, the first and only woman to master the stunt.


Mabel Strickland loved her boots with the four suits of cards along the top.  In 1926 she graced the cover of the Cheyenne Frontier Days souvenir program.  She was the only woman ever to do so.


Bonnie Gray’s parents had high hopes for their daughter, who had a college degree in music and was a fine pianist.  She, however, had different ideas.  Rodeo had her name on it and she often wowed the crowds by jumping over a car filled with passengers riding her famous horse, King Tut.


Fox Hastings ran away from an orphanage at the age of sixteen to marry bulldogger Mike Hastings.  She was known to remark before she sprinted out of a chute: “If I can just get my fanny out of the saddle and my feet planted, there’s not a steer that can last against me.”


Bea Kirnan was well known for her fancy crimson roping outfit with silk sash and white tie.


Toots Griffith was one of the smallest girls on the circuit.  She loved riding flashy pinto ponies because of their unusual and showy markings.  Pintos were recognized as crowd pleasers even though the working cowboys preferred not to use them. 

� Original photographs from the Collection of the National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame, Fort Worth, TX
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