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Mabel was born in Washington State in 1897, and grew up on a ranch near Walla Walla.  She began her rodeo career in 1912 as Mable DeLong, riding relay races for the famous Drumhellers.  She soon added steer roping and trick riding to her career, and won championships in all three events.  By the time of her 1917 marriage to bronc rider-steer roper Hugh Strickland, she had established a formidable reputation in the Northwest.


An elaborately illustrated article in the Detroit News detailed the skills and achievements of several cowgirls, and described events at the 1924 Pendleton Roundup.  There, Mabel Strickland, Fox Hastings, Lorena Trickey, and Rose Henderson had requested permission to compete in the same contests as cowboys, and thereby vie for the all around cowboy prize.  The Pendleton Roundup Association denied their request, exhibiting an attitude that showed quite a contrast to the earlier years when women like Bertha Blancett had regularly challenged the men and given them a run for the all-round title.  Despite the controversy, Strickland remained a favorite at Pendleton.  In 1927 she set a steer roping record there, and was also named the Roundup queen.  


Mabel was featured on the cover of the 1926 Cheyenne Frontier Days souvenir program riding Stranger.  It is the only time in the history of that event that a cowgirl graced its cover.


Mabel’s favorite boots were topped with the four suits from a deck of cards.  The image for this drawing was taken out of a lineup of cowgirls photographed around 1927.  That photograph was taken at a Triangle Ranch Rodeo. 


Had official rodeo records been kept prior to 1929, Mabel would have won more world titles than any of her contemporaries.  A talented, poised, confident, qualified rodeo performer and contestant, Mabel Strickland was the cowgirl’s cowgirl.


Mabel DeLong Strickland Woodward was inducted into the National Rodeo Hall of Fame at National Cowboy Hall of Fame, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma in 1981 and the National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame, Fort Worth, Texas in 1992.



� Original Photographs from the Collection of the National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame, Fort Worth, TX.
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