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                                                                             (l. to r.)  Kittie Knutt, Prairie Rose Henderson, Ruth Roach


Prairie Rose Henderson was born Ann Robins at Bristol, Ohio anywhere from 1870 to 1890, the exact date has never been known.  Her rodeo name supposedly came from the Wyoming prairie and Henderson from her first of many husbands.


She rode as early as 1906, declared one of the all-time great winners excelling as a bronc rider.  In 1911 she was awarded the title of champion and started riding for C.B. Irwin.  In 1917, the Union Pacific Railroad presented her with a large silver belt buckle for bronc riding after being declared champion in Cheyenne, Wyoming. Her flamboyant costumes of sequins, ostrich feathers and buffalo hide made her a favorite with the crowds.  


Prairie Rose remained active in contest rodeo through the thirties.  She retired to Hadsell Ranch with her last husband Charles Coleman, a cattle rustler.  In 1932, authorities arrived to take him to jail.  Henderson stayed on the ranch.  Several weeks later Coleman returned to find his wife missing.  On July 17, 1939, a Mexican sheepherder that was fighting a fire in the area found Henderson’s body.  Her brother, as well as, her husband identified her by her ring, a bridle, her grain bucket, and articles of clothing.  Henderson, apparently trying to catch a horse, froze to death in a snowstorm.  

Original photographs from the collection of the National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame, Ft. Worth, TX.
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