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PRINCESS RED BIRD
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      It was the second day of the Pendelton Round-Up when Princess Red Bird made this memorable ride DURING the Cowgirl’s Bucking Contest. According to one reporter, “Princess Red Bird,” an Indian maiden, won for herself a great ovation when, with one hand holding aloft an American flag, she made a sensational ride on Nut Cracker, a crooked little sunfisher*.”

      Born in Flambeau, North Dakota, Princess Red Bird was one of the very few Native American women to compete in the bucking contests.  In 1926, she traveled throughout the Orient for fifteen months with the Hugo Brothers Wild West tour.

· “Sunfishing” is a style some bucking horses have which makes for an even more difficult ride.  The horse uses a posterior twist when it rises, alternating left and right, forming an arch with its body in the air.  Note the slight twist in the horse’s rear in the drawing.
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