Cowgirl Art by Sharon K. Hunt (Home)

*REINE HAFLEY*

© Sharon Kay Hunt, 2003

[image: image1.jpg]



1st on left

Reine, the daughter of sharpshooter Mamie Francis, was born Elba Reine Skepper at Janeswille, Wisconsin, in 1902.  She made her vaudeville debut with her mother’s act when she was three and a half, and was riding with the Pawnee Bill Wild West show a year later.  When Mamie Francis married Wild West show promoter California Frank Hafley in 1909, Reine changed her last name to Hafley and joined Frank’s show.  She performed as a trick, bronc, and elephant rider, and oriental and flamenco dancer.  Her competitive career began at age sixteen, when she placed second in trick riding at the Cheyenne Frontier Days and third at the Fort Worth rodeo.  By the time of her 1925 marriage to cowboy Dick Shelton, Reine was an established star of the contest circuit.                                                                                                                                


Purses in the big-city rodeos in 1923 were quite large.  The best cowgirls, including Tad Lucas, Reine Hafley Shelton, Gene Creed, and Velda Tindall collected winnings of $1,500 to $2,000 in just two or three contests.  


Reine took the bronc riding championship at Madison Square Garden in 1924.

Reine and Dick Shelton, veterans of many of the biggest rodeos of the twenties and thirties, decided in 1938, “at the height of their careers,” to retire to a Texas ranch to raise their son Tommy.  Although literally born on the rodeo circiuto, Tommy left all that behind with his parents and today is a school superintendent.


Reine Hafley Shelton was inducted into the National Cowgirl Hall of Fame in Fort Worth, TX in 1983 and into the National Rodeo Hall of Fame at the National Cowboy Hall of Fame, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma in 1991.

Original Photographs from the Collection of the National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame, Fort Worth, TX.
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