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Sitting on ground on left


In 1923 at The Yankee Stadium rodeo in New York, Rose Smith, wife of legendary cowboy Oklahoma Curley Roberts, took $960, including the $600 first prize in bronc riding.


The success of the Madison Square Garden Rodeo was a major turning point in the development of the sport.  In 1916 playing in New York meant the big time, that rodeo had finally arrived.


The contest even influenced cowgirl costumes.  New York papers at the time of the rodeo were filled with ads for the upcoming Madison Square Garden Horse Show.  There were many pictures of female riders wearing jodhpurs. This seems to have been a watershed for cowgirls.  Within two years, similar jodhpurs had become standard attire for trick and bronc riders.  A 1923 photo showed “ the most prominent cowgirls”: Ruth Roach, Florence Hughes, Bonnie Gray, Bea Kirnan, Rose Smith, and Ruby Roberts, all wearing jodhpurs.  Their accessories included cowboy boots, huge neckerchiefs, and enormous western hats.  Three of the women also wore long flowing sashes around their waists.  Female participants at the 1923 Kansas City Rodeo and the 1924 London contest were similarly attired.

Original Photographs from the Collection of the National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame, Fort Worth, TX.
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