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Born Ruth Scantlin, she grew up in Excelsior Springs, Missouri and learned to ride donkeys and Shetland ponies on her uncle’s farm.  The 1917 Fort Worth Fat Stock Show held in the Fort Worth coliseum was the first indoor rodeo.  Ruth Roach won the bronc riding and took second in trick riding, getting a $100 prize.  The Fort Worth Round Up marked the contest debut of Roach, who began her career by running away from home to join the 101 Ranch Wild West in 1912.  Soon after she joined the show she married fellow performer Bryan Roach, and despite several subsequent divorces and marriages competed as Ruth Roach for the remainder of her on career.


In 1918 annual Fort Worth Fat Stock Show and Rodeo, women stole the show.  The “Star Telegram” featured a half page of action shots of Ruth Roach.  The caption read: “ Of all the features at the Fat Stock Show and Rodeo, none is more thrilling than the riding of Ruth Roach, cowgirl.”

She was Lady Champion Bronc Rider in 1920 at the Cheyenne Wyoming Frontier Days and Cowgirl’s Bronc Riding at “World Series Rodeo,” Madison Square Garden in 1932.


…The mention of Ruth Roach recalls to mind one Sunday afternoon at the Garden two seasons ago.  She came whirling and twisting out of Chute Number Three on a wicked devil-inspired bundle of steel muscles and tough horse meat called Domino.  He reared just outside the chutes and Ruth went down to earth.  Domino speared at her wickedly with his flying hooves, to be driven away by the fast riding (pickup men), whose duty it is to take off the riders when their seven seconds of trial are over.  


Ruth climbed gamely to her feet.  Shook back her blond curls and walked unassisted to the gate leading back of the chutes.  It is one of the fundamental rules of the rodeo arena that only the dead stay down.

Once through the gate, she crumpled down in a heap in the dirt.  But with a clean shirt—the one she had ridden in was half torn from her body—and a fresh make-up she was back in the arena again in a few minutes, gay as ever.

But, out there, trampled into the stirred-up dirt where she went down under the thundering feet of Domino, lay a shining lock of golden hair, sheared off her head as neatly as by a barber’s shears, by those terrible flying hooves.




George Brinton Beal,




Boston Sunday Post, November 3, 1935.

Ruth Roach Salmon was inducted into the National Cowgirl Hall of Fame, Fort Worth, TX in 1989 and into the National Rodeo Hall of Fame at the National Cowboy Hall of Fame, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma in 1990.

Original Photographs from the Collection of the National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame, Fort Worth, TX.

Jordan, Teresa Cowgirls Women of the American West Bison Books

Le Compte, Mary Lou Cowgirls of the Rodeo University of Illinois Press

Crandall, Judith Cowgirls Early Images and Collectibles Schiffer Publishing, Ltd. 

