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Tad Lucas was born Barbara Inez Barnes in 1902 in Nebraska.  She was the youngest of twenty-five children.  Her father nicknamed her “Tadpole,” eventually shortened to Tad it was the name she used the rest of her life.  


The original photograph used for this drawing was taken in 1928.  Mitzi was five months old at the time.  She was premature and weighed only two pounds, four ounces.  Mitzi was the smallest baby to survive at the Fort Worth, TX hospital at the time.


Tad’s career started in 1916 at the age of fourteen.  She competed in rodeo longer than any other cowgirl.  She won All Around Champion Cowgirl in New York in both 1928-1930 and won trick riding at Cheyenne six times, even though this was her least favorite event.  


She suffered a severely shattered arm during a trick riding accident in 1933 at the Chicago World’s Fair.  Her arm was in the cast about three years.  She performed in 1935 at Madison Square Garden with her arm still in the cast.  Tad figured the cast only slowed her down a little. 


The most valuable and prestigious trophy of all was introduced in 1927, when the growing popularity of western films led Metro Goldwyn Mayer Studios (MGM) to commission Lambert Brothers Jewelers of New York to produce a $10,000 silver MGM Trophy.  It honored the champion all-around cowgirl at the Madison Square Garden rodeo.  It was a “tribute to the charm and courage of western womanhood.”  Rules stipulated that when the same woman won it three years in succession, she retires the trophy.  Today the original MGM Trophy, first won by Florence Hughes (Randolph), is displayed at the National Rodeo Hall of Fame at Oklahoma City, donated by three-time winner, Tad Lucas, who retired it in 1930.


Tad Lucas performed in Wild West shows and held more trophies, loving cups, and saddles in trick riding, saddle bronc riding, and relay racing than any other cowgirl.  Just maybe, she was the most successful cowgirl of all time.


Appearing in Ripley’s Believe It or Not, she was pictured as a trick-riding grandmother as her daughter and granddaughter both pursued trick-riding careers.


Tad Lucas was inducted into the National Cowboy Hall of Fame in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma in 1968, the Cowgirl Hall of Fame in Fort Worth, TX in 1978 and the Pro Rodeo Cowgirl Hall of Fame in Colorado Springs, Colorado in 1979.

Original Photographs for the Collection of the National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame, Fort Worth TX.
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