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VERA MCGINNIS FARRA
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Vera McGinnis was born to a country doctor and his rancher wife in 1895.  She married twice and bore no children.  Her autobiography “Rodeo Road- My life as a Pioneer cowgirl” is an amazing insight into the life of the women who chose the rodeo arena as their career.


“My feet were irrevocably pointed down Rodeo Road-the beckoning, relentless road that rodeo hands facetiously call “Suicide Trail.”  Vera McGinnis


The original photograph for this particular drawing was taken in 1924 in Europe at Wembley Stadium.  Vera is credited with bringing long western pants into the arena.  The split skirts and bloomers of the day were cumbersome, heavy and very dangerous when worn during performances. 


While riding jumpers at the Ambassador Horse Show she was inspired by a trick-riding act performed by Will Rogers’ three children.  Mary Rogers, Will Rogers’ daughter, wore long flannel leggings like her brothers when they performed.  Vera had some made for herself with a Spanish influence and wore them for the first time at the Fort Worth Fat Stock Show in Texas.  They proved so comfortable that during her 1924 trip to Europe with Tex Austin’s Show she had her complete new wardrobe fashioned with long pants.  After that long pants were definitely in.


“I can honestly say the glamour never faded.  It dimmed once in a while when I was hurt or overworked, but after a rest I always felt I wouldn’t trade being a rodeo cowgirl for any other profession.”  Vera McGinnis


Vera McGinnis Farra died on October 23, 1990.  “She hadn’t been in any pain,” and she was 98 years old.


Vera McGinnis Farra was inducted into the Rodeo Hall of Fame, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma in 1975, the National Cowgirl Hall of Fame, Fort Worth, Texas in 1979, and the National Cowboy Hall of Fame, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma in 1985.
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